
The Church at Work  
- Franklin District - 

All Godõs people in all places, and in all times,  
are called to love and to serve. 

2008 Important Dates  
July 6 -10, 2008 -ƹth 4 missions-Conference Youth Mission event at Pitt/Johnstown Campus 

July 11, 2008 -Tailgate Party at the Conference Center, Cranberry Twp., for the Pirates vs  

      Cardinals game from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

July 11, 2008 -Pitts Pirates vs St. Louis Cardinals with the Bishop at 7:05 p.m. in Pittsburgh. 

      Fireworks following game  

July 14 -18, 2008 -Jurisdictional Conference in Harrisburg, PA.  

July 20 -24, 2008 -Mission Discovery ï Cooperative School of Christian Mission at    

                                 Grove City College. 
*** 

August 8 -9, 2008 ð Youth Worker Retreat at Wesley Woods Camp, Grand Valley 

August 10 -12, 2008 - Church Secretaries Workshop at Olmsted Manor, Ludlow 

August 26, 2008 -Clergy/Staff Conference Database Training Event, 10 AM - Noon at the  

            Conference Center, Cranberry Twp. 

August 27, 2008 -Pittsburgh Pirates vs Chicago Cubs at 12:35 p.m. at Pittsburgh. Bishop  

            Bickerton will throw out the opening pitch.  

August 31, 2008 -Bishop Bickertonôs Day with the Erie SeaWolves, Erie  

*** 

September 2008 - Clergy Spouse Retreat-Information to be announced. 

September 6th, 2008  - Funding Ministry Toolbox at Bethel Park: Christ UMC 

September 6th, 2008  - Clergy/Staff Conference Database Training Event, 10 AM - Noon  

    at the Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.  

*** 

October 3 -5, 2008 -òChicks with Sticksó Knitting and Crocheting Womenôs Retreat, Camp 

      Allegheny, Stoystown 

October 3 -5, 2008 - Bishopôs  ñExcellence in Laityò retreat at Seven Springs. 

October 5, 2008 ð GCORR Worship-Fellowship Celebration-òCelebrating 40 years on the  

         Journey to Inclusivenessò at 4:00 p.m. at Pittsburgh (Shadyside) First UMC 

October 14 -16, 2008 - "Great Escape" at the Antiochian Village Retreat Center, Ligonier 

October 18, 2008 - Conference UMW Annual Meeting at Good Shepherd UMC, Leeper 

*** 
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MORE DATES FOR YOUR CAL ENDAR!!! 
 

October 18, 2008 - òBUIL DING  A HEART OF FAITHó Fall Seminar for All in Ministry with  
          Children at New Stanton UMC, 612 S Center Avenue, New Stanton, PA 15672.  
          The hours are 9 a.m.ñ3:30 p.m. The cost is $15/ 4 Registrations from the same  
          Charge OR $20 per person . Sponsored by the Childrenõs Ministry Team. 
     Keynote Speaker: Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
     Morning Learning Centers (Experience all three): 
   *Curriculum 
   *Reaching Out 
   *Caregiving in the Classroom 
        Lunch included 
     Afternoon Workshops (Choose One): 
   *Creative Teaching Techniques 
   *Children and the Spiritual Disciplines 
   *Families that Nurture Faith 

 Register at bevroscoe@atlanticbb.net OR 724-438-5288 
 

**********************************************************************      
         

 A plan of accountability for clergy to encourage, support and foster -  
 

FAITHFUL , EFFECTIVE  & FRUITFUL CL ERGY L EADERS 
 

A program of the Western PA Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

 

IMPL EMENTATION TIME  L INE 
 

May 2008   Conference Board of Ordained Ministry reviewed the plan. 
 

June 2008  The Study Team presents the plan to Clergy Session. 
 

Ongoing   Congregations engage in self-assessment utilizing Natural Church Development  
  and other approved methodologies.  
 

July - Dec 2008     Each clergy person meets with his/her district superintendent and reports on  
  continuing formation.  
 

Fall 2008  The PPR committee and clergy training on evaluation process begins. 
 

Jan - Sept 30, 2009  Begin intensive evaluations for one-third of the clergy as selected by the  
  superintendent (including second year appointments). 
 

Aug - Sept 30, 2009 PPR committees complete a short form evaluation of the remaining two-thirds  
  of clergy to be reviewed by the district superintendents.  
 
Annually beginning 2010  
 

Jan - Sept  One-third of the Conference clergy is evaluated using the intensive process 
 

Aug - Sept  Two-thirds of Conference clergy are evaluated using the short form. 
 

Sept - Dec  The district superintendent follows-up on the evaluation process and reviews  
  the continuing formation report and action plan.  



Your District Calendar:  
 

À Clarion Sub-District Breakfast  ðJuly 1st at Korner Restaurant, Sligo at 8:30 a.m.  
         
À Mercer Sub -District Breakfast  ð July 14th at Charlie Bõs Restaurant south of Mercer at I 80 at 8:30 a.m.                                                          

 

À Venango Sub-District Breakfast ðJuly 9th at Eat-N-Park at 8:30 a.m.  Pastors and spouses welcome.       
 

 

*****************************************  

2008 
 

July 9, 2008 -District Picnic at Memorial Park in Grove City. Dinner at 5:30 p.m. and briefing at 7:00 p.m. 
 

July 26-August 3, 2008 -ñVictory in Jesusó Cherry Run Camp Meeting, Rimersburg, PA. Come join us! We'll be 

        celebrating  146 Years at the 2008 camp session!    www.cherryruncamp.org                                   
 

August 12, 2008 -Alternate pre-charge conference briefing at the District Parsonage at 7:00 p.m. 
 

August 22 -23, 2008-Todd Agnew òBig Questions, Real Answersó, two-day Y outh and Community event   
                                  at Christian L ife Academy in Seneca. For more information and ticket order form, go to  
   http://www.christchurchfranklin.com/todd -agnew.htm 

 

September  27, 2008 - Franklin District UM Women's Annual Meeting at 9:30 am at Clarion First UMC 
 

October 8 -November 11, 2008-District Cluster Charge Conferences 
 

October 17, 2008 -Retiree Lunch at Franklin Christ UMC at 11:30 a.m. 
 

November 13 -23, 2008-Rev. Tubbs will be travelling with the Bishop 
 

December 6, 2008 -Christmas Party at 12:00 p.m. Details to follow.       
     

December 15, 2008 -Mentor Reports due 
  

*****************************************  
 

SAVE THESE DATES IN 2009 
 

February 7, 2009 -Skill Day at 9:00 a.m. at Franklin Christ UMC 
 

February 8-March 8, 2009 -Lay Ministry Training. Details to be announced. 
 

February 13, 2009 -Mid-Winter Break at Hossõs Steak and Seafood Restaurant at 6:00 p.m. 

 

March 14, 2009 -Clinic on Evangelism. Details to be announced. 
 

March 20 -22, 2009-òSPARK: the Gatheringó at the Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh 
 

April 26, 2009 -2009 Franklin District Conference at 2:30 p.m. Location to be announced. 
 

June 11-14, 2009-Western PA 2009 Annual Conference at Grove City College, Grove City, PA 
 
 

*****************************************  
 

SAVE THIS DATE IN 2010 
 

April 29 -May 1, 2010 -Congress on Evangelism - Details to be announced. 
 



Pastor Jim 

     From the Superintendentõs Desk: 

AS WE BEGIN A NEW APPOINTMENT YEAR TOGETHER 
 

Welcome - all of you who are living in the Franklin District, the newly appointed, the newly retired and all 
those who continue to be in ministry in the district.  I hope you will participate in the various activities in the 
district designed to build our relationships with one another and our ministry to one another, our churches, our 
clusters, our district and our annual conference.  Be sure to mark your personal calendars with the dates that 
Julie lists for us in the district calendar. 

 
A paraphrase of I Timothy 6:11-12 Msg. 
But you, woman/man of God: ê. Pursue a righteous lifeña life of wonder, faith, love, steadiness, cour-
tesy. 12 Run hard and fast in the faith. Seize the eternal life, the life you were called to, the life you so 
fervently embraced in the presence of so many witnesses 

 
May these words of instruction from Paul to his son-in-the-faith, Timothy, guide us in our ministry together.  
Pursue a righteous life ð A righteous life is not a given for either those called out by the church for special-

ized ministry or the lay leadership in the church.  To pursue something is to set your mind toward a goal or an 
end and then use all of your energy, gifts, skills, etc. to attain that goal or end. 

 
The Message Translation uses the following words to describe a righteous life: 
òA life of Wonderó ð I love being with my grandchildren or just children in general, because they experi-

ence and express all sorts of òwonderó as they encounter life.  It can be a spider web, a robinõs egg, earth 
worms, etc.  Unfortunately for me, it is not always easy to maintain my òwonderó.  Wonder is pushed out of 
my life by the influence of previous experiences (seen it all before), taking life for granted, lack of anticipation 
of seeing or experiencing something new or different, etc.  May you and I be open to òA Life of Wonderó as 
we begin this new year together. 
òA L ife of Faith ó ð God does make a difference, is the difference.  Possibly your church, or your appoint-

ment, from your human perspective, appears to have challenges that would invite a sense of hopeless.  May 
our physical sight and human thought be replaced by Spiritual vision and God thoughts.  
òA L ife of L oveó ð Our core value is L OVE.  It is soooooo important to be filled with Godõs love because 

our human ability to love is so fragile.  Much of the time in my life it is a reality that many more people need 
love from me than are willing to share love with me or give love to me.  Our little book of three things to do 
says òstay in love with Godó.  If we are to live òA Life of Loveó we must continually open ourselves to receive 
Godõs Love with regularity. 
òA L ife of Steadfastness ó - We continue to follow the three Spiritual Rules (Do no Harm, Do Good, Stay 

in Love with God) in season and out of season.  Steadfastness is not bullheadedness, but rather a gentle keep-
ing on when others might intentionally or unintentionally attempt to divert us from the greatest good.  
òA L ife of Courtesy ó ð Be K ind.  Courtesy is in one sense a combining of servanthood and kindness.  It is 

fulfilling the Golden Rule ð Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.  May we leaders in the 
Franklin District be known for our courtesy. 

 

   

 Enjoy your summer. 
 



           District  
 

 

 
 

July 5-19, 2008-12TH ANNUAL SUMMER YOUTH INSTITUTE  
This FREE youth institute at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 616 N. Highland Ave, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15206, will be held July 5-19, 2008. Check out their website, www.summeryouthinstitute.org, 
for more information.  

 

July 6-10, 2008-òƹth 4 missionsó at Pitt/Johnstown campus. Y outh grades 6-12. 

Share an awesome Christian youth Experience, meet friends from around the conference, and 
help a few people out along the way. Highlights include: Hands-on mission experience, meeting 
students from across our conference, fun games & activities, Bible study and student-led worship, 
Wacky Act Night and helping others close to home. Cost: $200. Sponsored by the Y outh Ministry 
Team. Register online at www.wpaumc.org. For more information contact Renaye Hoffman at 
youth@wpaumc.org (See flyer in this newsletter.) 
 

July 20-24, 2008 - Mission Discovery  at Grove City College is an opportunity 

for youth (currently in grades 6-12) to experience a short term mission project, and discover the 
joy of serving God through giving of themselves. Participants will also learn about Native Ameri-
cans ð what can they teach us about spirituality, how they have suffered injustice, how we can be 
sensitive to their issues. (See flyer in this newsletter.) 
 

Tickets going fast! Get yours today!  

 

Aug. 22 & 23, 2008 ð Todd Agnew òBig Questions, Real Answersó, two-day Y outh and 

Community event at Christian Life Academy in Seneca. For more information and ticket order 
form, go to http://www.christchurchfranklin.com/todd -agnew.htm   or contact 
Todd Greenlee, Event Coor- dinator at 
todd.greenlee@boehringer- ingelheim.com   
  

 
 

 
Watch here for the next District Youth Event.  

 

Have an idea for a District Youth event? Would your church be willing 
to host an event?  Would you be able to volunteer at an event? If so, 
contact Laurie or Lyle.  
 
Laurie Greenlee                    Lyle Derrenbacher  
District Youth Leader      District Youth Leader 
814-432-3019       724-962-7996 
youth@christchurchfranklin.com     lyleanddeb@verizon.net 
        

   

      http://www.toddagnew.com  


