The Church at Work

- Franklin District -

All Godds people i n all
are called to love and to serve.

pl ac

Vol. 8No. 4 The District Newsletter for the District L eadership May 2008
1102 Liberty Street, Room 204
Ph: 814437-5857 PO Box 590, Franklin, PA 16323 Fax: 8487-5857

2008 Important Dates
May 1, 2008 -Pastoral Evaluations due

May 1, 2008 -National Day of Prayer

May 13 -14,2008 -Bi s h o p 6 switliRFeanklireaadt Erie-Meadville District

Pastors at Wesley Woods. Cost $42 each $5 upgrade for a
semi-private room and $10 for a private room.

June7 -15,2008 -Habi tat f or -bluimd nbual\Conferl@rice t z

June 11, 2008 - Day of preparation and prayer for Annual Conference

June 12 -15, 2008 -Annual Conference 2008 at Grove City College. June 15th is
Fat herds Day. The Bishop says i
whole family and worship with our Father.

July 9, 2008 -District Picnic in Memorial Park, Grove City, PA

July 14 -18, 2008 -Jurisdictional Conference in Harrisburg, PA.

July 20 -25, 2008 -Journey Ed-U-Camp at Jumonville UMC Camp, central PA.

July 26 -August 3, 2008 -Cherry Run Camp Meeting, Rimersburg, PA

August 12, 2008  -Alternate pre-charge conference briefing at the District
Parsonage at 7:00 p.m.

August 22 -23,2008 -Todd Agnewil Bi g Questi ons, -Ray¥duth

and Community event at Christian Life Academy in Seneca.
NOTE T he change of location.

August 26, 2008  -Clergy/Staff Conference Database Training Event

August 31,2008 -Bi shop Bickertonés Day with t

October 3, 4 & 5, 2008 -Bi shopos NnEXxcel | a Bewea Sarings.
December 15, 2008 -Mentor Reports due
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Your District Calendar:

A Clarion Sub-District Breakfast dMay 5th at K orner Restaurant, Sligo at 8:30 a.m.
A Mercer Sub-District Breakfast o0May 12t h at Charl i e Bds Restaurant

A Venango Sub -District Breakfast dMay 7th (due to Bishop/Clergy retreat) at E at-N-Park at 8:30 a.m.
Pastors and spouses welcome. NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE FOR MAY .

May 1, 2008 -Pastoral E valuationsdue

May 5-11, 2008-Christian Family Weekfocus on families in the church and community
May 11,2008-Mot her 6 s Day

May 11, 2008 -Sanctity of Marriage Sunday

May 11, 2008 -Gold Cross Sundayto further the work of health and welfare ministries in the annual
conference

May 11, 2008 -Pentecostto celebrate the birthday of the Church
May 13-14,2008-B i s h o p & with Rranklin acHEr rieMeadville District Pastors.

May 18, 2008 -Peace with Justice Sundayto call the church to peace with justice, offering funds annual
conference and General B oard of Church & Society peace with justice ministries

May 18, 2008 -T rinity Sunday/Meritage Sunday
May 17, 2008 -Armed Forces Day
May 26, 2008 -Memoarial Day-(observed)

May 30, 2008 -Memorial Day

June7-15,2008-Habi t at f or -blwinddAnbubl Confer&dei t z

June 11, 20080 Day of Preparation and Prayer for Annual Conference 2008 at Grove City College.
June 12-15, 2008 - Annual Conference 2008at Grove City Callege.

July 9, 2008 -District Picnic at Grove City Memorial Park. Details to follow.

July 20-24, 2008-Mission Discoveryd Y outh School of Mission at Grove City Callege.

July 20-25, 2008-Journey E dU-Campat Jumonville UMC Camp, central PA.

August 12, 2008 -Alternate pre-charge conference briefing at the District Parsonage at 7:00 p.m.

August22-23,2008-Todd Agnew O0Bi g Qu e twb-dapWasith andfemarunitysvers wer s 0
at Christian Life Academy in Seneca. NOT E the change of location.

August31,2008-Bi shop Bi ckertonds Day with the Eri e SeaWc

October 3,4&5,2008 -Bi shop Bi ckertonds atBeven 8pringseBishap i n L ai
Tom has planned this laity event with Harry B arbus, Conference Lay L eader.

October 17, 2008 -Retiree L unchat Franklin Christ UMC at 11:30 a.m.
December 6, 2008 -Christmas Partyat 12:00 p.m. Details to follow.
December 15, 2008 -Mentor R eports due




¢From t he Superintend

R eceive the Spirit

I would I i ke to say, OEveryone | i kes a partyéo,
right time for a party.

How much energy and effort are you and the lay leaders investing in making PENTECOST SY NDAY a
special celebration and party for the church family?

For years in my ministry on Pentecost Sunday we
talk about the birthday of the CHURCH or a cake for all to enjoy after the service.

In my years at Chippewa UMC, prior to serving the Franklin District, our worship and witness teams made
a special effort to have a festive celebrative worship experience and to establish some traditions associated
with PENTECOST. Helium balloons would fill the entry and sanctuary areas of the church. The word was
published that everyone should wear something red to be liturgically correct. Our goal was to have Pentecost
Sunday be an anticipated worship experience like the expectation for Christmas E ve and E aster Sunday. We
never totally reached our goal; however over the years we celebrated Pentecost together there was an increased
anticipation and excitement as Pentecost approached.

The Spirit Brings Gifts to Us
* T here are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. °> T here are different kinds of service,
but the same L ord. ° T here are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them
in all men.
" Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. © To one
there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge
by means of the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
that one Spirit, ° to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing
between spirits, to ancther speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the inter-
pretation of tongues. ™ All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to
each one, just as he determines. 1 Corinthians 12:412
Thekey about the GIFT (S) OF THE SPIRIT-ithe manifestation [gift(s)] of the Spiritis given for the
common good. Spiritual Gifts are not intended to bring attention to the one given the gift, but rather to benefit
the whole church community.
The Fruit of the Spirit
22 B ut what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same
way that fruit appears in an orchardi things like affection for others, exuberance about life, se-
renity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves involved in
loyal commitments, 2% not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our ener-
gies wisely. Galatians 5:223 (MSG)
Thekey about the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT is what the Spirit brings into our lif@affection, exuberance,
compassion, conviction - a benefit for us, our life.

Have a joy filled Pentecaost celebration ! ! !

@ Pastor Jim



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYERA MAY 1, 2008
Theme:PRAYER'Amer i cads Strength & Shield

The National Day of Prayer will be observed at 7:00 p.m. at the
old D&K store location in the Cranberry Mall, Cranberry, PA.

The Franklin, Cranberry and Oil City ministeriums are collaborating on this county-wide
service to be held in a marketplace setting. T he focus will be on the sevenfold areas of
prayer: God, Repentance, Government, Military, Media, B usiness, E ducation, Church, and

Family. A | | churches i n the area are encouraged to
Body of Christdé to pray. The purpose i s to see
but al so to | et people in the mar ketpl ace obser

http: Avww. ndptf. org

ErieMeadville and Franklin Districts
PASTOROGS RETREAT W TH BI SHOP

TUESDAY, MAY 13" & W EDNESDAYMAY 14™, 2008 AT WE SLEYWOODS

***ALL PASTORS ARE EXPECTED TOATTEND THIS RETREAT.***

Contact your District Office if you need to arrange for an alternate retreat

Submit form to access your Continuing E ducation funds

Be a good steward: carpool.

All meetings will be held in the Dining Hall. == —JEEES
L0

This is acamp setting. Dress is casual; bring layers for warmth, if needed. Bring ‘m-'— e r for
comfortable seating around the campfire (weather permitting.)

Plan to arrive for check-in at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18. Worship begins at 3:00 p.m.
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Mail registration to your District Office no later than May 2 "™, 2008

Olmsted Manor 2008 Schedule

May 12-14  The Wesley Event, Featured speaker Michael Cartwright
June 22-26  Waorship Arts Workshop with Donald B esig and Nancy Price.
July 28-Aug 1 Senior Citizen retreat, Aug.48, Senior citizen retreat.

Aug. 10-12  Church secretaries retreat with T helma Castor

Sept. 14-1 Fall Womends Spirituality Retreat
WESLEY WOODS !!
May 9-10 K ids Spring Overnighter (K-4™ grade)
May 16-18 Adult Horseback Weekend
Junel Summer Camps begin

For further information, contact: Wesley Woods, RR #1, Box 155A, Grand Valley, Pa 16420, Phone: 8436-7802 , Email:
info@wesleywoods.com Fax: 814436-7669

WESLEY WOODSJOB OPENINGS

Help Wesley Woods find qualified individuals for the following jobs: Program Staff, Horse and Pony Staff, & Site Support
Staff. For more information, check their website: www.wesleywoods.comor call Herb at 814-436-7802 or email:
info@wesleywoods.com



mailto:info@wesleywoods.com
http://www.wesleywoods.com/
mailto:info@wesleywoods.com

Prayer/Praise

Please pray for those who seek healing and
rejoice with those who have praises.

-PRAY for allPastors and their families in transition to new appointments.

-PRAY for Becky Shermandés family (wife of FErank
Jerry passed away the last weekend in April.
isinthe ICU at Grove City hospital.

-PRAY forRev . Gr eg St whoignecdveringfron boveelrresection surgery.
-PRAY forRev. Bob Graham who will be having back surgery on May 5th.
-PRAY for theBishop and the Cabinet as they go through the 2008 appointment season.

-PRAYfor Mr. Sam Bavely, Certified L ay Minister, as he ministers to New B ethlehem First UMC.
Also, pray for Sam as he has restarted chemotherapy for cancer.

-PRAY forfunding for the Todd Agnew Y outh Event  to be held August 22-23, 2008.
-PRAY forRev. Ken Peters, Rev. L ee Thompson and Rev. Bonnie King on incapacity leave.

-PRAYfor Lynn, Sisterin-law of Thelma Castor, Butler District Secretary. She is having serious
physical problems.

-PRAY forRev. Steve & Julie McGuigan at this extremely difficult time in their lives.
-PRAY forJeanne Babcock as she continues to recover from hip repair surgery.

-PRAY forScott McQuiston , son of Rev. Julie Applegate, who was diagnosed with advanced
macular degeneration and will be blind within the next 5 years. T here is no treatment or cure.

-PRAY for ourNation, L eaders and Military personnel.

We extend our prayers and deepest sympathy
to the family and friends of these loved
ones who entered into the church triumphant:

No District Deaths to report at this time

Prayer Reminders :

Sound of an Ambulance siren
Ringing of the telephone

A child calling us

A stone in the pocket
Wearing a cross
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May Birthdays 2008

1 Mr s. Reneed EI I i s
10 Mr. Ron Groeger

11 Rev. Jerry Belloit

11 Mrs. Mariann Shaver

12 Rev. Keith Dovenspike

13 Mrs. Betty Stallsmith

14 Rev. James Wehb

15 Rev. Brock Beveridge

17 Rev. Clara K ohimeyer
20 Rev. Richard Roberts
21 Rev. Rick Nelson

22 Mrs. Goldye Getschman
24 Rev. Clayton Rhodes
24 Rev. EdClark

26 Rev. Lee Thompson
26 Rev. Rick Harry

May Anniversaries 2008

Rev. & Mrs. Dan Myers

Rev. & Mrs. Richard E ddinger
Rev. & Mrs. Giles Bailey
Rev. & Mrs. Richard Roberts
20 Rev. & Mrs. Rob Hernan

22 Rev. & Mrs. Bruce Davis

22 Rev. & Mrs. David Janz

o o N

26
27
27
27
27
28
29

Rev
Rev
Rev
Rev
Rev
Rev

Rev

. & Mrs. John E migh

. & Mrs. Arnie Rhodes

. & Mrs. John B oor

. Jodie & Mr. Jerry Smith
. & Mrs. Jay Sterling

. & Mrs. Jeff Sterling

. & Mrs. L arry Homitsky

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from this page, please notify Julie in the
Franklin District Office at 814-437-5857. Please report any errors in this newsletter
so that corrections can be made as soon as possible. T hank youl!




